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Community (Urban) Forestry
I.  Mission:  Fort McCoy’s Community Forestry Program focuses on the trees and shrubbery growing within the post’s cantonment area as well as those in the on-post housing areas.  

II.  Background:  The program, which has its roots in the 1950s, is co-managed by personnel who work for the Range Division of the Directorate of Training and Mobilization and the Buildings and Grounds Division of the Directorate of Support Services.  The installation dedicates manpower and resources in support of its Urban Forestry Program for both environmental and quality-of-life reasons.  Trees and shrubs help cool buildings, conserve energy, fight pollution and give wildlife a home.  In addition, they lend beauty to the areas of the post used for work and recreation. The value of the urban forest is estimated at $3.5 million.

III.  General:  A computerized urban tree inventory was conducted in 1990.  The inventory was updated in 1993 to include managed areas outside the cantonment area, such as the Pine View Recreation Area campground and picnic areas, the Sparta-Fort McCoy Airport and the Ammunition Storage Area.  More than 9,000 trees and shrubs are in the inventory.  A third update was completed in 1999.


Major tree species present and the percent of the total for each are:


Jack pine
36 percent


Black oak
18 percent


Red pine
13 percent


White oak
 9 percent


Bur oak
 3 percent


Fort McCoy has received national Tree City USA honors yearly since 1989.  Communities selected as a Tree City USA must have a tree board or department, a tree ordinance, a comprehensive community forestry program, and an Arbor Day observance.  The Tree City USA program is sponsored by the National Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service and the National Association of State Foresters.


Fort McCoy received the Tree City USA Growth Award for 1993 and 1994.  The Growth Award recognizes communities that have won Tree City USA for at least two consecutive years and have spent at least as much on a community forestry program as it did in the past year.  Other activities accomplished at Fort McCoy included: writing an Urban Forestry Management Plan; providing continuing education for forestry managers and tree workers; conducting a tree inventory and analysis; making plans for donations.


Tree-planting contracts for ornamental trees were awarded in 1993, 1994 and 1995.  Army Communities of Excellence award money and year-end funds were used to purchase and plant about 600 trees and shrubs throughout the installation.
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