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Parks Reserve Forces Training Area (PRFTA)
I.  Mission:  Parks Reserve Forces Training Area (PRFTA), provides an environment that supports individual, collective, and institutional training, and provides training facilities and selected installation services for the total force.
II.  History:  PRFTA has served three military branches throughout its history.  The installation was established as Camp Parks in 1943 and served as a Navy base until 1946.  Camp Parks was transferred to the Air Force from 1951 to 1959 and was called Parks Air Force Base.  The installation was transferred to the Army as a subinstallation of Sixth Army, Presidio of San Francisco, and officially was designated as Parks Reserve Forces Training Area Dec. 11, 1980.  The installation now is under the command and control of the U.S. Army Reserve Command and became a direct-reporting installation of Fort McCoy, Wis., Oct. 1, 1994. 
III.  Total Acreage:  PRFTA is comprised of approximately 2,700 acres, 635 of which are used for administration, support and logistics.  The remaining acreage, predominantly open space, is used for small-unit field training and small-arms weapons training. PRFTA is the only local training area for the more than 11,000 U.S. Army Reserve and National Guard soldiers assigned to 180 units in the San Francisco Bay area.

IV.  Training Load (FY 2001):  45,367 personnel accounted for more than 161,030 mandays of training.  This includes active- and reserve-component members of the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps, as well as other state, federal, county and city agencies.

V.  Major Tenant Activities: Headquarters, 91st Division (Training Support); Headquarters, 1st Brigade, 91st Division (TS); 91st Division Band/Bagpipes and Drums; 1st Battalion, 363rd Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 91st Division (TS); Company B, 1st Battalion (Light Infantry)/184th Infantry (Air Assault) California Army National Guard (CARNG); Western Army Reserve Intelligence Support Center; 418th Military Intelligence Company (Strategic Imagery Analysis Detachment); Bay Area Training Support Center; Equipment Concentration Site 30/Area Maintenance Support Activity;  4th Brigade CSS, 104th Division (Institutional Training); 6th Battalion PSS, 4th Brigade, 104th Division (IT); 9th Battalion PN/HS, 5th Brigade, 104th Division (IT); Regional Training Site-Medical; Company B, 319th Signal Battalion;  and CBMU 303, Detachment D, United States Navy Reserves (Seabees).   Other federal agencies located here are the Parks Air Force Communication Annex, the Livermore Sector of the U.S. Border Patrol, the Federal Correctional Institution, and the Dublin-San Ramon Services District. 

VI.  Facilities: The field-training area includes bivouac sites, two field kitchen sites, a field fortification mine site, maneuver areas, helicopter landing sites and drop zones, an expert field medic badge obstacle course, an expert infantry badge site, a land navigation course, a lineman’s course site, a confidence/obstacle course, a leadership reaction course, a counter-terrorist site, a common skills testing site, an engineer bridge site, a litter obstacle course, a rope bridge site, a tracked-vehicle course, a rappel tower, and a mask confidence facility (nuclear, biological, chemical chamber).

The weapons training areas consist of a pistol range (all caliber), an automated pistol qualification course (with Military Police course), an M-16 qualification and zero range, a shotgun range, an M-203 light anti-tank weapon range, an M-72 range (sub-caliber only), and a hand grenade practice range.

Additional facilities include administrative and classroom buildings; upgraded troop barracks for 1,400 soldiers; a renovated military lodging facility for service personnel and dependents, retirees, and civilian employees on temporary duty orders; a remodeled dining facility; a remodeled Community Club; a history center; a small post exchange; recreation facilities, including a post weight room; and other support and training facilities.  Emergency services (police, fire/EMTs) are available 24-hours a day.
VII.  Population (FY 2001):  Appropriated Fund civilians, 475; Military 151 (68 officers, 83 enlisted); contract employees, 115.  Army reservists (monthly) 1,992.
VIII.  Contacts:  PRFTA can be reached at (925) 875-4650.
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