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Operations Desert Shield/Storm
Throughout its history, Fort McCoy has accomplished many missions in support of national defense.  Its role in support of Operation Desert Shield, renamed Operation Desert Storm once hostilities began, was no exception. The following provides a chronology/summary of the post’s involvement.

Chronology

Aug. 8, 1990 — President George Bush calls the United States Armed Forces into action in support of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as a response to Iraqi aggression in the Middle East.

Aug. 25, 1990 — Fort McCoy officials were notified that four units, a total of about 360 soldiers who were activated as part of a selected reserve call-up, would report to the installation by the end of the month to undergo processing and training necessary for them to transition to active-duty status.  The units were the 5064th U.S. Army Reserve Garrison of Detroit, Mich.; the 2361st Signal Center Detachment of Akron, Ohio; and the 304th and 343rd Transportation Detachments of Fort McCoy.  The post’s Emergency Operations Center began 24-hour operations, and a Soldier Reception Center was functioning within hours of the notification.  The 5064th and 2361st were to stay at the post to augment base operations.

Sept. 6, 1990 — Fort McCoy receives deployment notification for the 304th and 343rd.

Sept. 12, 1990 — 304th and 343rd Transportation Detachments made history by being the first units to deploy for the Middle East after training and processing at Fort McCoy.

Oct. 15, 1990 — A total of 16 units — more than 1,750 soldiers, primarily with military occupational specialties in transportation, maintenance, ordnance, and water purification, storage and transfer — had reported to the post.  

Mid-November 1990 — Fort McCoy notified that the post’s mobilization mission would enter a second phase, and that it should be prepared to process and train what turned out to be more than three times the number of troops it had trained from Aug. 25 through Nov. 14.  An additional 58 units — 7,050 soldiers, primarily with military occupational specialties in medical, military police, engineer, maintenance, supply and transportation fields — reported to Fort McCoy for processing and training.

Mid-December 1990 - mid-January 1991 — 16 Fort McCoy civilian employees volunteered and were accepted for duty to perform their occupational specialties in Saudi Arabia.

Jan. 16, 1991 — Hostilities began in the Middle East; 16 units still remained at Fort McCoy.

March 6, 1991 — Fort McCoy deployed its last unit — the 892nd Transportation Company of Belleville, Ill. — to the Desert Storm theater of operations. 

March 11, 1991 — The 20-member 134th Quartermaster Detachment of Grafton, N.D., made history by being the first of the Fort McCoy-deployed units to redeploy.

Oct. 15, 1991 — Last unit redeploys; operation complete.

Summary

In total, 74 units from nine states, accounting for nearly 9,000 soldiers, processed through the post in support of Operation Desert Storm.  Sixty-three units deployed to Southwest Asia, three to Germany, and eight filled support roles at locations within the United States.  As one of 41 mobilization stations throughout the United States, Fort McCoy was responsible for processing and deploying 8 percent of the total reserve-component force called to active-duty.


A total of 3,076 pieces of equipment were shipped from the installation in 24 train increments aboard 1,138 railroad cars.  If placed end-to-end, the rail cars would have formed a continuous line more than 19 miles long.  Of the equipment that was shipped, 2,995 pieces were painted the desert-sand color prior to shipment.  Fifty-five million pounds of supplies and equipment were moved from the installation by motor, rail or air transportation to support the Desert Storm missions.  This included 265 sea/land containers of equipment.  

After hostilities in the Middle East ceased, Fort McCoy’s Soldier Reception Center became a Soldier Transition Center, which served as the site where the paperwork and tasks necessary to outprocess and transition soldiers from active-duty to reserve-component status were completed.  Soldiers also were briefed regarding separation and transition from the active-duty Army.  Fort McCoy’s Desert Storm mission was completed Oct. 15, 1991, when the 892nd Transportation Company of Belleville, Ill., finished its outprocessing at the post.  In total, 7,630 soldiers were redeployed through Fort McCoy.
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