[image: image1.wmf]
Fact Sheet
Fort McCoy Public Affairs Office (608) 388-3456/4209

Commercial Forestry Program
I. Mission:  The major objectives of Fort McCoy’s Commercial Forestry Program are to provide for the sustained production of timber and other resource values such as recreation, wildlife and watershed protection.  The program focuses on producing and identifying saleable wood products on forest areas that can be managed for profitable growth of saw timber and pulp wood on a sustained-yield basis, as well as performing cultural treatments to improve timber quantity and quality.

II. Background:  Timber from Fort McCoy lands has been sold since the 1950s.  The first forest-management plan for the installation was prepared in 1953 by the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service.  Installation personnel prepared subsequent forest-management plans in 1963, 1970, 1986 and 1994.  The post has had a professional forestry-management program in place since the 1960s.  The program is managed by the Range Division of the Directorate of Training and Mobilization.  In 1999 the forest management plan was merged with other natural resource management plans into one document, The Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan.
III. General:  More than 40,000 (66 percent) of Fort McCoy’s 60,000 acres are forestlands.  Approximately 40 percent of the forested land (32 percent of Fort McCoy’s total land area) is commercially valuable.  All forest acreage is tracked using computer programs to enhance multiple-use, sustained-yield forest management.  From 4,000 to 5,000 acres are reinventoried each year.


The post’s forest inventory currently consists of approximately 12,200 acres (25 percent) of jack, red and white pine; 21,800 acres (46 percent) of low-value scrub oak; 3,500 acres (7 percent) of commercially valuable red, black and white oak; and 3,500 acres (7 percent) of mixed hardwoods, which include soft maple, aspen, white birch and elm. 


The allowable annual harvest for tree species are as follows: jack pine, 170 acres; red pine 170 acres; oak, 45 acres; aspen, 52 acres.


The value of standing timber at Fort McCoy is estimated at $5.6 million.  More than 295,000 cords and 21 million board feet of commercial timber currently are growing on Fort McCoy.  On average, timber sales produce an annual revenue of $200,000. 


On June 27, 1998, a severe windstorm heavily damaged about 3,000 acres of Fort McCoy’s forest.  Another 9,000 acres received light to moderate damage.  Commercial timber sales were the best option to clean up the downed trees.  Twenty-three timber sales were held, and by July 1999, $305,000 worth of timber was harvested.   This included 7,551 cords of pulpwood and 640,000 board feet of timber.


Fort McCoy participates with the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection Gypsy Moth Program by placing and monitoring gypsy moth traps on the installation. The installation also received $70,000 from the USDA Forest Service - Department of Defense Memorandum of Understanding regarding pest suppression to control oak wilt disease occurring on Fort McCoy.
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