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Wildlife Program
I.  Mission:  The major objective of Fort McCoy’s Wildlife Program is to manage for species diversity.  

II.  Background:  Records of early wildlife management efforts on post date to the 1960s.  Today the program is managed by the Range Division of the Directorate of Training and Mobilization.

III.  General:  Much of Fort McCoy’s 60,000 acres is naturally well-suited for wildlife habitat.  Studies have identified more than 200 bird species, 52 mammal species, and 31 reptile and amphibian species (none are poisonous) on the post.

IV.  Wildlife Management Plan:  The Wildlife Program has a management plan that addresses waterfowl, upland game birds, furbearers, deer, nongame and endangered and threatened species.


Waterfowl management efforts focus on improving wetland habitat conditions.  Mallards,  blue-winged teal, hooded mergansers, wood ducks and occasionally Canada geese all have nested on the fort. Nest boxes for wood ducks have been installed.


Upland game management efforts focus heavily on turkey and ruffed grouse populations. 

· Turkey populations first were noticed on the post in the fall of 1984.  The birds now have colonized throughout the post.  Fort McCoy held its first spring turkey hunt in 1990.  The first-ever Fort McCoy fall turkey hunt was held in 1994.

· Ruffed grouse are one of the most popular small game species hunted on the installation. In 1991, the post received $5,000 to fund four habitat improvement projects to benefit grouse and woodcock. The funds were donated by the Ruffed Grouse Society, a national wildlife organization.  The partnership agreement between the Department of the Army and a private organization was the first of its kind.


The white-tailed deer program focuses on habitat management, population monitoring and controlled hunts to maintain a healthy, viable deer population. The first gun deer and archery hunting seasons at Fort McCoy were held in 1962; permits were required, but no fee was charged.  More than 3,000 deer-hunting permits (includes deer-gun and archery hunts) are purchased annually and are issued through the Permit Sales Program.  

The goal of non-game species management is to provide and promote programs to enhance, preserve and protect specialized habitats and covers.  Artificial nesting structures are maintained for species such as the eastern bluebird, kestrel and osprey.


Surveys have been conducted for plant and animal species that are listed by Wisconsin as being endangered, threatened or species of concern.


A noxious (exotic) weed control program has been established to maintain and enhance biological diversity. Primary species of concern are leafy spurge, spotted knapweed, garlic mustard, and glossy buckthorn.  Well-established populations of these plants can out-compete native plant species, reducing the diversity and health of the ecosystem.

V.  Contacts:  The Permit Sales Office can be reached at (608) 388-3337.
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