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Whitetail Ridge Recreation Area
I.  History:  In 1971, the area now known as Whitetail Ridge Recreation Area was developed by the Fort McCoy Directorate of Support Services to provide a winter training and recreation facility. Through the years, improvements have been made to this facility through a series of troop projects and non-appropriated fund construction projects.  The area became known as Ski Hill.

During the 1970s, the original slope was extended from 600 feet to 986 feet; the vertical drop was raised from 100 feet to 180 feet, and lighting was installed to accommodate nighttime use of the hill.  In 1983, a snow-making system was installed to ensure sufficient snow cover could be produced to extend the usage of the facility.  A chalet, featuring an equipment rental area, a snack bar and seating for up to 40 people, was completed in 1984.  The next year, the original rope tow was replaced with a T-bar lift.  In 1987, a snow tubing slope with a handle tow was installed. In 1990, the tubing slope was improved and lighted. 


In 1991, the chalet was renovated with a 40-by-40 foot two-story addition.  The renovation project increased the seating capacity to allow for as many as 150 people, more than doubled the size of the snack bar and rest rooms, increased the size of the rental and customer service area, provided a first-aid room for the Ski Patrol, and added rooms for maintenance and staff members.  The new chalet was dedicated in January 1992, and the facility was renamed Whitetail Ridge Recreation Area.  


In 1993, two new downhill slopes were added — a 1,308-foot run and a 300-foot beginner slope with a handle tow.


In 1996, a second tube tow was added. It operates during periods of high use.


In 2000, an additional tubing hill opened for use.


More than 20,000 people use this recreation area annually.

II.  General:  Whitetail Ridge Recreation Area encompasses 200 acres, with approximately 30 acres developed for ski slopes.  The majority of the costs for development of Whitetail Ridge and subsequent improvements were paid for using non-appropriated funds.  


The facility is open to members of the Fort McCoy community, and the public has had access to these facilities, on a space-available basis, since the mid-1970s.  The facility also is used for training military personnel in downhill and cross-country skiing techniques. The recreation area is maintained by the Business Activities Division of the Directorate of Human Resources and Community Services. Depending upon weather conditions, Whitetail Ridge is operational from approximately December through March.


Downhill skiers will find groomed and lighted slopes equipped with mechanical lifts.  The vertical drop of the slope is 185 feet. Four ski runs — two of more than 1,300 feet, one exceeding 1,000 feet, and one 300 feet — cater to skiers of novice through experienced-intermediate skill levels.  The facility is recognized by the National Ski Patrol, and members of the Ski Patrol monitor activity on the slopes to promote safe skiing and to attend to injured skiers. 


Cross-country skiers will find five miles of groomed trails, which begin and end at the chalet.


A snow-tubing slope offers still more opportunities for winter recreation.


A groomed snowmobile trail network, which is connected to the statewide snowmobile trail system, passes through the Whitetail Ridge area.


The chalet provides a respite for recreationists, serving food and beverages in a comfortable lounge.  Complete equipment rental (downhill and cross-country ski equipment, snowboards, tubes, etc.) is available. 

III.  Contacts:  More information about Whitetail Ridge Recreation Area is available at www.mccoymwr.com or by calling (608) 388-4498.
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