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Pine View Recreation Area
I.  History:  Development plans for what now is known as Fort McCoy’s Pine View Recreation Area were submitted in the mid-1960s in an effort to provide a community recreation area.  In 1969, a formal plan to re-zone 200 acres of training land and develop the Trout Falls-Squaw Lake area for recreational use was announced.  


The majority of the construction occurred during the summer of 1971 and was accomplished primarily by units of the 416th Engineer Command and the Fort McCoy Directorate of Support Services work force.  The scope of the project included a five-acre picnic area and a 50-unit camping area.  The area was commemorated officially as the Trout Falls-Squaw Lake Recreation Area June 24, 1972. 


A swimming beach was constructed at Squaw Lake in 1973.  By 1980, an additional 67 campsites had been added, and activity areas for softball and volleyball were incorporated.  The facilities have been open to the public on a space-available basis since 1984.  In April 1992, the recreation area officially was renamed Pine View Recreation Area.  To provide customers at the recreation area with one-stop service, the Equipment Check Out Center was co-located with the Campground Office at Pine View in 1993.


In 1995, a water and sewer service project completed at Pine View eliminated the need for several septic systems that had served the area.  The project provided water and sewer hookups on campsites, as well as provided fire hydrants throughout the campground area.

II.  General:  Pine View Recreation Area is nestled in a wooded area about one-quarter mile west of Fort McCoy’s cantonment area.  It is bounded by Squaw Lake on the east and the La Crosse River on the west and south.  Pine View is operated as a non-appropriated fund activity, and all improvements to this recreation area are paid for using non-appropriated fund dollars.  All members of the Fort McCoy community, as well as the general public, may use this recreation area.  It is maintained by the Business Activities Division of the Directorate of Human Resources and Community Services. The facility is operational from April through November; some lodging facilities are open year-round.  Approximately 50,000 people make use of the area annually.

Campground area 

· The campground features 138 campsites, of which 27 are non-electric tent sites. The remaining sites are recreational vehicle/trailer pads with electrical hookups.  Of these, 27 have full hookups for water, sewer and electricity.   The campsites are arranged around three camping circles.  Each site is equipped with a ground grill and a picnic table; each camping circle features a renovated (1998) shower/rest room complex.

· A duplex with two lodging units, a small camping cabin, two lakeside cabins, and six 30-foot travel trailers are situated on site and are available for rent by the day or week.

· Squaw Lake provides recreationists with opportunities for fishing, boating and swimming or sunbathing on its sandy beach.  The lake is stocked annually with rainbow trout, and also has populations of largemouth bass and pan fish.

· The Campground Office and Equipment Check Out Center are the place to register campers, rent boats, canoes, fishing and camping equipment and many other types of recreational gear.  An 18-hole miniature golf course is located adjacent to the office.

· A camp store with restrooms and showers is located near the beach. 

· Softball and volleyball activity areas are available.

Picnic area 

· The picnic area features a large, shaded picnic area with grills and tables.  The area is available on a first-come, first-served basis.

· Two pavilions are available for group activities.  Pavilions may be reserved by the day for a fee.

· Volleyball and horseshoe activity areas, as well as playground equipment, are located throughout the grounds.

· Two miles of nature/hiking trails are maintained.

· Rest rooms and drinking fountains are available.

III.  Contacts:  More information about Pine View Recreation Area is available at www.mccoymwr.com or by calling (608) 388-3517.
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