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Fisheries Program
I.  Mission:  The major objectives of the Fort McCoy Fisheries Management Program are to preserve, enhance and/or improve the aquatic environments and maintain native fish populations.  

II.  Background:  The post has had a full-time fisheries program since 1972.  The Directorate of Training and Mobilization Range Division manages the program.

III.  General:  Fort McCoy has 11 lakes/impoundments, which account for about 184 surface acres. The installation has approximately 71.2 miles of streams and tributaries within two major basins, the La Crosse and Black River. The delicate headwaters of these two rivers originate within or adjacent to the fort’s boundaries. The surface water quality of McCoy’s lakes and streams is very good, with approximately 70 percent of the streams rated as Class I trout waters.


Thirty species of fish inhabit Fort McCoy waters.  These include brook, brown and rainbow trout, as well as largemouth bass, bluegill, crappie and bullhead.  Most streams have native populations of brook trout.

Fort McCoy has stocked fish in lakes and streams since 1963.  Historically the Fisheries Program stocked fish to enhance stream trout populations that had limited fish reproduction and at areas that received high fishing pressure.  Fort McCoy stocks rainbow trout annually in five to six lakes or ponds.  These trout do not contribute offspring or naturally reproduce, and are managed purely for angling enjoyment as a “put-and-take fishery.”  Trout typically are stocked each spring between April and May.  The average size of trout stocked is eight inches.  The sale of Fort McCoy Fishing Permits is the sole source of funding for the stocking program. 


Fort McCoy Fishing Permits are available to military and civilian personnel, as well as members of the general public.  More than 2,000 permits are sold each year.


Since 1995, Fort McCoy’s Fishery Program has been performing streambank erosion control and habitat improvement using LUNKER structures.  LUNKER structures provide overhead cover for stream fish and aid in bank stabilization.  The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resource (WDNR) developed the LUNKER methodology.  The WDNR has supported Fort McCoy’s habitat improvement efforts, cost-sharing with revenue generated from anglers who purchase Wisconsin Trout stamps.  Fifteen thousand dollars are contributed annually by the WDNR.  This partnership has resulted in the restoration of more than 18,000 feet of Fort McCoy streams.  More than 400 LUNKER structures have been installed in sections of the La Crosse River, Tarr Creek and Silver Creeks.

Fort McCoy’s Fisheries Program has benefited from the work of private clubs whose members have volunteered time toward projects, primarily those related to stream improvement.  Various troops of the Boy Scouts of America and members of the Fox Valley and Coulee Chapters of Trout Unlimited have assisted with projects to improve the habitat on sections of Tarr and Silver Creeks and the La Crosse River.


Fisheries projects include lake and stream habitat evaluations, eradication and removal of nuisance weeds – Eurasian Watermilfoil, streambank erosion control and habitat improvement, surface water quality monitoring, lake and stream fish inventories, fish tissue analyses for contaminants, and angler creel surveys.

IV.  Contacts:  The Permit Sales Office can be reached at (608) 388-3337.
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